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always maintained that sociology does constitute a
science, capable of being submitted to this test, and
if I have contributed anything to that science, it has
been in the direction of pointing out the nature of
the social forces and the mode of their activity. I
propose briefly to recapitulate the general results
which I claim to have reached in this field of
research.

In the first place, the social forces are psychic.
They have their seat in the mental constitution of
the individual components of society. But here it
is necessary to understand what the mind includes.
The popular conception of mind is far too narrow.
It embraces only the thinking faculty, or at most,
that and the special senses. Now, suppose we try
to define the several great groups of phenomena that
are constantly appealing to us in. the ascending order
of their complexity, beginning with that of gravita-
tion and rising through the radiant group of heat,
light, electricity, etc., and the group of elective
chemical affinities, to the vital group, including
everything that relates to life but does not relate
to mind; and then pass directly to the senses and
the intellect. A glance is sufficient to show that a
great group has been omitted. This lies between
the vital group and the intellectual group. It con-
stitutes the entire domain of feeling. This domain
is distinct from the senses in the popular usage, for
these do not necessarily involve conscious feeling at
all. Those of sight and hearing are feelingless, and